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Draining and preſerving certain Fen Lands, 


and Low Grounds, in Ladus Fen, in the 


I 


Kerr th eEREAS certain Fen Lands, and Low Grounds, Preamble 


lying in Ladus, otherwiſe Ladwers, otherwiſe Laddoes Fen, 
T 2 in the Pariſhes of Elm and Upwell, in the Iſle of Eh, in 
este the County of Cambridge, containing by Computation 
ZXAKARXAE Thirteen Hundred Acres or thereabouts, and bounded 
as follows: viz. by Elm Leam, and the Lands called Cromer, Parcel 
of the ſaid Fen, (excluding the faid Lands) in part, by the Bank 
called. Needham Bank in part, by the Bank of the River Nene, from 
Dads Stile to the embanked Lands of Thomas Auadley Gentleman, 
Parcel alfo of the faid Fen, and by the ſaid. eons oa the 


fame to the ſaid Bank, and by the ſaid Bank to the Lands of 


Walter Robertſon, Eſquire, alſo Parcel of the ſaid Fen, in part, and 
by the. ſaid Lands of the faid Walter Robertſon, excluding the ſame, 
and the Lands of the Right honourable the Lord Saint ohm of Bletſoe, 
alſo Parcel of the ſaid Fen, excluding the ſame, to Elm Fe afore- 
ſaid, in part, are frequently overflowed with Water fo 
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2 1 5 
proper Out fall to Sea, and are thereby rendered of much leſs Value 


| than they would otherwiſe be. 


And whereas there are no Powers or Proviſions in Force ſufficient 
for draining and keeping dry the faid Lands and Low Grounds, 
either under any Commiſſion of Sewers or by any Law in being, but 
if ſufficient Powers are granted for thoſe Purpoſes great Benefit wilt 
accrue to the Owners and Proprietors thereof, and to the Publick. 


May it therefore pleaſe your MAFES E7, 
That it may be Enacted, and be it Enacted by the KING”, 


moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this-preſent Parlia- 


Commiſion- ment afſethbled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That Sir Everard 


ers, 


Buckworth, the Reverend John Fountayne, Dean of York; Thomas Awdley, 
Thomas Audley, William Aakins, Clerk; Henry Burrough, Doctor of Laws; 
Baſil Beridge, Clerk; Thomas Burrough, Henry Burrough, junior; Robert 
Colvile, Richard Colvile, William Davids, Francis Dixon, John Glenton, 
Edward Godfree, Henry Grundill, Thomas Hardley, William Howell, John 
Hines, Thomas Hines, Robert Johnſon, Thomas Moore, Hugh Mapleſden, 
John Miles, John Searle, Clerk; Daniel Swaine, John Stona, Richard Saf- 
faty, Jol Warren, Clerk; Thomas Fenkinſon Woodward and Joſep Witton; 
ſhall be and they and their Sucteſſors, to be elected in Manner 
herein- after mentioned, are hereby appointed Commiſſioners for 
putting this Act in Execution. | 


And be it Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall 
and may be lawful, to and for the Right Reverend Edmund Lord 
Biſhop of Ely, by Writing under his Hand to be certified at the firſt 
General Meeting of the ſaid Commiſſioners, after the ſigning thereof, 
to . appoint one other Commiſſioner for the putting this Act into 


Execution, and that the ſaid Commiſſioner ſo to beè appointed ſhall 


be, and is hereby veſted with the ſame Powers and Authorities as the 
Perſons herein before named and appointed Commiſſioners, are veſted 
with by virtue of this Act. e 


Meeting ol, Ad be it further Ended by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
the Commil- the ſaid Commiſnoners ſhall meet Twice at leaſt in every Year, 


ſoners. 


to wit, on the Firſt Tugſdey in May, and laſt. Tueſday in Anguf, 
and alfo at ſuck other Time or Times as they ſhall fee Cauſe 


vor think convenient, and ſhall and may from time to time at 


aby of their Meetings adjourn themſelves, to ſuch other Time or 
Times us they ſmall . or and meet again purſuant to ſuch 
Adjourtments, amd that Five of the ſaid Commiſtioners and no 
leſs a Number thall be deemed at all Times to make and conſtitute 
a Meeting, within the true Intent and Meaning of ' this 27 for 

| | oing 


3 

doing the Buſineſs, and carrying the Purpoſes thereof into Execution, 
except for the ordering of the Money herein · after mentioned, to be 
borrowed and taken up at Intereſt, purſuant to the Power given in 
and by this Act, and that the Firſt Meeting to be held by virtue of 
this Act, ſhall be at the Roſe and Crown Inn, in Wiſbech Saint 
Peter's, on the Tueſday Three Weeks, next after the Day of the 
paſſing thereof, and that the faid feveral, Meetings and Adjourn- 
ments ſhall be holden alternately at Upwel! and Wiſtech Saint Peter's 
aforeſaid, and Ten Days Notice of every other Meeting (except 
of the Firſt, and the faid Two General annual Meetings) ſhall be 
given under the Hands of Three or more of the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
and affixed at or near the _—_ in Upzvell aforeſaid, and the Bridge 
in Wiſbech Saint Peter's aforeſaid. 


rovided always, That no greater or larger Sum of Money ord 
than Twenty Shillings in the whole, ſhall ever be paid or allowed, out rag" 
of the Manies to be raiſed by virtue of this Act, for the Charges or voked, and 


Expences of any One of the Meetings of the ſaid Commiſſioners, to © 


at Commiſh- 


be holden as aforeſaid, and that all Orders and Determinations of the oners Meet. 
ſajd Commiſſioners, in the Execution of this Act, ſhall -be made at ings. 


Meetings to be held in purſuance thereof, by a e of the Com- 
miſſioners preſent at ſuch Meetings, and that no ſuch Order or De- 
termination of the ſaid Commiſſioners, ſhall be revoked or altered 
at any ſubſequent Meeting, unleſs as large a Number of Commil- 
ſioners as agreed to the making of ſuch Order or Determination, ſhall 
be preſent and ſhall concur in the revoking ar altering thereof. 


And be it further Enatted, That when and fo often as it ſhall 
happen that the ſaid Commiſſioners herein- before mentioned, to be 
appointed by the ſaid Lord Biſhop of Eh, or any other Commiſſioner 
to be appointed by virtue hereof, by the Lord Biſhop of Eh, for the 
Time being, ſhall die, or that when and ſo often as any other of the 
ſaid Commuſſoners ſhall happen to die, it ſnall and may be lawful to 
and for the then Lord Biſhop of Eh, to nominate and appoint One 
other Commiſſioner in manner aforeſaid, in the Place and Stead of 
ſuch Commiſſioner ſo appointed by the ſaid Lord Biſhop of Ely, as 
ſhall be then dead, fy alſo to and for the ſurviving or other Com- 
miſſioners, at either of their ſaid General Meetings, to elect and ap- 
point One or more Perſon or Perſons, in the Place and Stead of ſuch 
other Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners as ſhall be then dead, out of 
the Owners of Ten Acres, or Occupiers of Fifty Acres, of the ſaid 
Lands and Fen Grounds fo bounded and deſcribed as aforeſaid; pro- 
vided that no Perſon fo elected (except ſuch as ſhall be appointed as 
aforeſaid, by the Lord Bifhop of E!y) ſnall be ualified 0 act as a 


Commiſſioner under this Act, for any other or longer Time than he 
Hall continue ſuch Oyner or Occupier of the ſaid Lands or Graunds 
within the ſaid Fen, and that upon his ceaſing to be Owner or Qccy- 
pier as afarefaid,. the ſaid Commiſſioners at their next or ſome other 
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E 
General Meeting, ſhall and may elect and appoint another -Perſon, 
qualified as aforeſaid, in the Place and Stead of each ſuch diſqualified 
Commiſſioner, in like Manner as if ſuch Commiſſioner was actually 
dead, and all ſuch new elected Commiſſioners ſhall be veſted with 
the ſame Powers and Authorities, as the Commiſſioners in whoſe 
Places or Steads they were reſpectively elected or appointed, were 
veſted with, until their becoming diſqualified as aforeſaid. | 


Provided alſo, and it is bereby further Enacted, That if 
any Perſon not being qualified as aforeſaid (other than and except the 
Commiſſioners hereby particularly appointed and named, and ſuch 
Commiſſioner as ſhall be appointed as aforeſaid, by the Lord Biſhop 
of Ely) ſhall preſume to act as a Commiſſioner in the Execution of 
this Act, he ſhall for every ſuch Offence forfeit the Sum of Fifty 
Pounds to be recovered with full Coſts of Suit, by any Perſon or 
Perſons who ſhall inform or ſue for the ſame, in any of his Majeſty's 
Courts of Record at Weſtminſter, by Action of Debt, or upon che 
Caſe, Bill, Suit or Information, wherein no Eſſoign, Protection, Pri- 
vilege, or Wager of Law, nor more than One Imparlance, ſhall be 
allowed, and in which Action or Suit, it ſhall be only neceſſary for 
the Plaintiff or Informer, to prove that the Defendant acted as a 
Commiſſioner in the Execution of this Act, and a Verdict ſhall be 


found againſt the Defendant, - unleſs he ſhall prove in his Defence, 


that he was, at the Time of his ſo acting, qualified according to the 
true Intent and Meaning of this Act. | 


And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall have full Power, and are hereby autho- 
rized, from time to time, and at all Times hereafter, at their Wills 
and Pleaſures, to dig up and take Earth from the ſaid Lands and 
Fen Grounds, ſo bounded and deſcribed as aforeſaid, or any of the 


adjacent Lands, and to cauſe to be made, raiſed, cut, built, ſet up, 


ſupported, widened and cleanſed, all ſuch Banks, Bridges, Cuts, 
Drains, Dams, Outlets, Mills, Engines, Sluices, or other Works in, 


through, or upon the ſaid Lands and Grounds, or any of the Banks 


adjoining thereto, as they ſhall think neceſſary and convenient for 
draining and conveying the Waters from the ſame Lands and Grounds 
into the River Nene, through the Banks of the ſaid River, paying to 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons, or Bodies corporate, as ſhall or may have a 
Right to the Lands or Grounds from which any ſuch Earth ſhall be 
dug up or taken, or to the Banks, Lands or Grounds, through or 
upon which any ſuch Bank, Bridge, Cut, Drain, Dam, Outlet, En- 
gine, Mill, Sluice, or other Work, ſhall be made or erected, ſuch 


Satisfaction for the Damages, he, ſhe, or they ſhall thereby ſuſtain, 
as ſhall be agreed upon, between the ſaid Commiſſioners, and the 
' Perſon or Perſons, or Bodies corporate, having ſuch Right as afore- 


ſaid, and if the ſaid Commiſſioners, and Perſon or Perſons, or Bodies 


corporate, having ſuch' Right as aforeſaid, cannot agree upon the 


Value 


1 3 

value and Amount of the ſaid Damages, then paying ſuch Satisfaction 
as ſhall be aſſeſſed by the Juſtices 6f the Peace for the ſaid Ifle of 
Eh, or the major Part of them, not intereſted in the ſaid Fen Lands and 
Grounds, at any General Quarter Seſſion of the Peace, or Adjourn= 
ment thereof, to be holden for the faid Ifle of Ely, within Twelve 
Months next after ſuch Damages ſhall be done, and ſuch Juſtices are 
hereby authorized and required to examine into, hear and determine 
the Value and Amount of ſuch Damages, upon the Oath of One or 
more Witneſs or Witneſſes, and their Determination ſhall be final and 
concluſive to all Parties; provided that if before any ſuch Applica- 
tion to the ſaid Juſtices, the Satisfaction agreed to be paid by the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, to ſuch Perſon or Perſons, or Bodies corporate, as 
ſhall or may have a Right to the ſaid Lands or Grounds, out of which 
| ſuch Earth ſhall be dug up and taken, or to the Banks, Lands or 
Grounds, in or through which any ſuch Works ſhall be made or ſet 
up as aforeſaid, ſhall by the ſaid Juſtices be adjudged a ſufficient 
Recompence for the Damages which ſuch Perſon or Perſons, or 
Bodies corporate, ſhall or may ſuſtain thereby, then and in ſuch Caſe 
the Coſts and Charges of ſuch Application to the ſaid Juſtices, thall 
be borne and paid by the Perſon or Perſons, or Bodies corporate, 
having a Right to the ſaid Banks, Lands or Grounds, ſuch Colts and 
Charges to be aſcertained and taxed by the ſaid Juſtices, 


Provided nevertheleſs, That no Earth ſhall be taken from 
any ſuch of the adjacent Lands not included in this Act, unleſs the 
Lands that are included in this Act, ſhould be fo overflowed with 
Water that no Earth can be got or taken therefrom within Fifty 
| Yards of the Bank to be made or repaired by Virtue of this Act. 


And be it Enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the 
ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall alſo have full Power, and are hereby autho- 
rized to deſtroy Moles, and other Vermin, in and about the Lands 
intended to be drained by virtue of this Act, and in and about the 
Lands and Banks adjoining or lying near thereto, and for that Purpoſe 
to employ ſuch Perſon or Perſons, at ſuch Prices as they ſhall think 
proper, and that it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid Perſon 
or Perſons ſo employed by them the ſaid Commiſſioners, from time 
to time to enter into and upon the ſaid Lands ſo intended to be 
drained as aforeſaid, and the Banks adjoining or lying near thereto, 
or any of them, for that Purpoſe. s | 


And be it furtber Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 


the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall and may, and are hereby impowered ers may make 
Orders forthe 


to make ſuch Orders and give ſuch Direction for the ſaid ſeveral 
Works of draining herein before mentioned, and alſo for the better 
Government and orderly Management of the ſame and Maintenance 


thereof, as they ſhall think fit, and ſhall and may appoint one or point Officers | 
more Clerk or Clerks, Collector or Collectors, Receiver or Receivers, 
| : B and 
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and fuch other Officers with reaſonable Salaries, for the making and 


taking Care of ſuch Works, and for the collecting of the Rates and 


Aſſeſſments, which ſhall be made and aſſeſſed for the making and 
maintaining thereof, or for any other Purpoſes of this Act, as they 
the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall think proper, and may from time to 
time remove any ſuch Collectors, Clerks, Receivers or other Officers, 
and appoint others in the Room of ſuch of them as ſhall be fo re- 
moved, or ſhall die, and that every Collector and Receiver ſo to be 
appointed as atoreſaid, before he or they ſhall act in the Execution 
of their ſeveral Offices, ſhall give ſuch Security to the ſaid Commiſ- 
ſioners for the due Execution of the ſame, as the ſaid Commiſſioners 
ſhall think proper, and that all the ſaid Collectors and Receivers ſhall 
account and produce his or their Vouchers for all ſuch Sum and Sums 


of Money as they ſhall receive or pay by virtue of their ſaid Offices, 


at one of the ſaid Two General Meetings in every Year, and pay 
over the Balance of ſuch Accounts remaining in their Hands, if any 
ſuch there be, unto the ſaid Commiſſioners there aſſembled, or as 
they or the major Part of them ſhall direct or appoint. 


Commitment Provided, and it is hereby further Enatted by che Autho- 


of Officers 
not account- 


ing. 


TCommiſnon- 


ers may lay 
Rates, 


rity aforelaid, That if any ſuch Collector or Collectors, Receiver or 
Receivers, ſhall negle& or refuſe to Account for any Sum or Sums 
of Money by him or them collected or received in purſuance of this 
Act, to the ſaid Commiſſioners at any One of their ſaid General 
Annual Meetings, or to pay over the Balance remaining in his or 
their Hands, to the ſaid Commiſſioners there aſſembled, or as they 
ſhall appoint, then and in either of the ſaid Caſes it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for Two or more Juſtices of the Peace for the 
ſaid Iſle of Ely, to inquire of and concerning ſuch Neglect or Refuſal, 
and if any ſuch Collector or Receiver ſhall be convicted thereof, upon 
the Oath of One or more Credible Witneſs or Witneſſes, then the 
ſaid Juſtices ſhall upon ſuch Conviction commit ſuch Collector or 
Receiver to the Common Gaol of the ſaid Iſle, there to remain until 
he or they ſhall have made a full, true and perfect Account and Pay- 
ment as aforeſaid. | | | 


and be it further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
it ſhall and may be lawful, to and for the ſaid Commiſſioners at their 
Firſt Meeting after the paſſing of this Act, and from time to 


time at their Firſt General Meeting in every ſucceeding Year, to 


aſſeſs, rate, tax and charge, all and every of the Owners and Occu- 
piers, of all and ſingular the ſaid Fen Lands and Low Grounds, ſo 
bounded and deſcribed as aforeſaid, except Ba/il Beridge, Clerk, his 
Heirs and Aſſigns, for or in reſpect only of the Lands of the ſaid Ba/il 
Beridge, herein-after mentioned and deſcribed, and the Occupier or 
Occupiers of the ſaid Lands, by an equal and proportionable Acre- 
tax in ſuch Rate or Sum of Money, as they ſhall think proper, to be 
collected and paid as ſoon after the ſame ſhall be aſſeſſed and charged 

| as 


„ ; 

as conveniently may be, provided that no ſuch Aſſeſſment, Rate or Tax 

ſhall at any Time exceed the Sum of Two Shillings and Six Pence an 

Acre in each Year, or be leſs than Two Shillings an Acre in each Year, fo 
long as any Sum or Sums of Money ſhall be due and owing thereupon. 


bs r — ——— — — = 2 . — = 
** — INES. + A — 1 — "i — 
- . — —— 2 — — R — 
— _ * — * —— 4 : ** 
— 
— , 111 eo Crane > ee > —̃ — ot oo ere ens ̃ > 2 —ͤ—ñ oo 


And whereas the ſeveral Pieces or Parcels of Land, belonging to Certain Lands 
the ſaid Bajil Beridge, lying in the faid Fen, called Ladus, otherwiſe to be only 
Ladwers, otherwiſe Laddoes Fen, within the Bounds and Limits of the half taxed. 
Lands and Low Grounds intended to be drained by virtue of this 
Act, in Four ſeveral Pieces, the Firſt Piece thereof containing by Com- 

putation, Eleven Acres, the Second Piece Fourteen Acres, and the 
Third Piece Fifteen Acres, and the Fourth Piece Two Acres, making 
in the whole Forty-two Acres, be the ſame more or leſs, and lying 
together and bounded by the Banks of the ſaid River Nene, Thur- 
lands Drove, the Lands now of Lawrence Banyer, the Lands of Robert 

Jolinſon, and the Low Lands of the ſaid Baſil Beridge, are ſituated 
higher and are leſs liable to Inundations t''an the other Lands 
intended to be drained by virtue of this Act, Be it rherefore 
Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Ba Beridge, his 
Heirs and Aſſigns, Owners and Proprietors of the ſaid Lands, and 

all and every other Owner and Owners, Proprictor and Proprietors, ' 
and all and every Occupier and Occupiers thereof, ſhall from time 
to time be aſſeſſed, rated, raxed and charged by the faid Commiſ- 
ſioners, at their ſaid Meetings for or in reſpect of the ſaid Lands, at Half 
a Tax only, and that when the Owners or Occupiers of the ſaid other 
Lands ſo intended to be drained as aforeſaid, ſhall be aſſeſſed, rated, 
taxed and charged, at Two Shillings an Acre, the ſaid Bai Be- 
ridge, his Heirs and Aſſigns, Owners and Proprietors of the ſaid 
Lands, and all and every other Owner and Owners, Proprietor and 
Proprietors, and all and every Occupier and Occupiers thereof, ſhall 
be aſſeſſed, rated, taxed and charged, at One Shilling only, and 

fo in Proportion for a greater or leſſer Quantity than an Acre, or 
greater or leſſer Sum than Two Shillings. | 


And be it further Enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That Lands to be 
on or before the Firſt Day of Auguſt, One thouſand Seven hundred ſurveyed. 
and Seventy-one, or as ſoon after as conveniently may be, all and | 
- ſingular the ſaid Fen Lands and Low Grounds, ſo bounded and 
deſcribed as aforeſaid, ſhall be truly and diſtinctly ſurveyed and 
meaſured by ſach Perſon or Perſons as the ſaid Commiſſioners at 
any of their ſaid Meetings ſhall nominate and appoint for that 
| Purpoſe, and that ſuch Survey ſhall be put into Writing and con- 
tain the Number of Acres, Roods and Perches in Stature Mea- 
ſure, belonging to each of the Proprietors or Owners of the faid 
Lands and Grounds, and a Map thereof, made and. delivered to the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, as ſoon as may be after the ſame ſhall be com- 
pleated, at any of their ſaid Meetings, and be verified by the Oath 
of ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall fo ſurvey the fame, (which Oath 
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(£33; 
the faid Commiſſioners, or any One or more of them, is or are hereby 
impowered to adminiſter,) and that the ſaid Map ſhall be a ſufficient 
Warrant and Authority to the ſaid Commiſſioners, to aſcertain and 
determine the Quantity of the ſaid Lands and Grounds belonging, 
to each of the Owners or Proprietors thereof. | 


And to the end that the ſaid Rates and Taxes may be more 
eaſily and effectually collected and received, Be it further 
Enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all and every the Tenants 
and Occupiers of the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds which ſhall 
be aſſeſſed or rated by virtue of this Act, ſhall and are hereby au- 
thorized and required to pay all and every ſuch Sum and Sums of 
Money as ſhall be ſo atleſſed, or rated on the ſaid Lands and 
Grounds, in their reſpective Occupations, and to dedu& and retain 
out of his or their Rent, all ſuch Sum and Sums of Money as they 
ſhall ſo reſpectively pay as aforeſaid, and the ſeveral and reſpective 
Landlords or Owners of ſuch Lands and Grounds, are hereby required 
to allow ſuch Deduction and Payment upon Receipt of the Reſidue 
of their Rents, and that every ſuch Tenant or Occupier paying ſuch 
Aſſeſſment or Rate, ſhall be acquitted and diſcharged of ſo much 
Money as the ſaid Aſſeſſment or Rate ſhall amount unto, as fully 
and effectually as if the ſame had been actually paid to his, her or 


their Landlord or Landlords. 
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Provided, and it is hereby further Enacted and Declared 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Leſſee or Tenant of any Lands 
or Grounds, charged with the ſaid Rates, Taxes or Aſſeſſments, who 
ſhall hold the ſame by virtue of or under any Leaſe, from any Biſhop 
or Collegiate Church or College, or any Eccleſiaſtical Corporation, 
ſole or aggregate, or by virtue of or under any other Leaſe or Agree- 
ment whatſoever, other than and except Leaſes at Will, Parole and 
other Leaſes, and Agreements for Leaſes, for One Year only, or of 
which there ſhall be at the Time of paſſing of this Act One Year. only 
unexpired, ſhall be intitled to deduct the ſaid Rates, Taxes or Aſſeſſ- 
ments chargeable by this Act, or any of them, out of the Rent reſerved 
and payable by any ſuch Leaſe or Agreement to his, her or their 
Landlord or Landlords, but the ſaid Rates, Taxes and Aſſeſſments, 
ſhall be charged upon and borne and paid by the Leſſees or Tenants 
ſo holding ſuch Lands or Grounds, under any ſuch Leaſe or Agree- 


ment as aforeſaid, any thing herein contained to the contrary thereof, 
notwithſtanding. | 28 


And be it kurther Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
in caſe Default ſhall be made, by any Perſon or Perſons aſſeſſed, rated, 
taxed and charged as aforeſaid, in his, her and their reſpective Pay- 


ments, by the Space of Twenty Days next after the Time limited for 


the Payment thereof, and demand made by the Collector or Col- 
lectors, Receiver or Receivers thereof, by Notice in Writing of ſuch 
Demand left at the uſual Place of Abode of the Perſon or Perſons 


who 
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who is, are of ought to pay the ſame, or in Caſe. ſuch. Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall not at that Time have any Place of abode within the 
Pariſh, wherein any Part of the Lands for or in reſpect of which he, 
| ſhe or they ſhall be ſo aſſeſſed and rated as aforeſaid ſhall lie, then by 
ſuch Notice to be affixed upon the Church Door of the Pariſh where 
ſuch Lands ſhall he, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for ſuch 
Collector or Collectors, Receiver or Receivers, or for any other 
Perſon or Perlons by virtue of any Warrant or Precept, under the 
Hands and Seals of any Two or more of the ſaid Commiſſioners; 
which faid Warrant or Precept, ſuch Commiſſioners, or any Two or 
more of them, are hereby impowered and required from time to time 
to make as there ſhall be occaſion, to enter into and upon the Lands 
and Grounds ſo rated and taxed as aforeſaid, in poſſeſſion of ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons as ſhall ſo make default in Payment as aforeſaid, - 
and all Meſſuages and Tenements thereupon ftanding, and to levy 
the Sum. or Sums of Money by him, her of them payable for ſuch . 
Rate or Tax, by Diſtreſs of the Goods, Chattels and Cattle, which 
ſhall be found on the Premiſes ſo charged with any ſuch Rate cr 
Tax ſo in Arrear as aforeſaid, and that in Caſe no ſufficient Diſtreſs 
can be found on the Premiſes it ſhall and may be lawful, to and for 
. ſuch Collector or Collectors, Receiver or Receivers, or other Per- 
ſon or Perſons by virtue of ſuch Warrant or Precept as aforeſaid, 
to levy all Arrears of the faid Rates or Taxes, by Diftreſs of the 
Goods, Chattels and Cattle, of the Perſon or Perſons ſo making de- 
fault in Payment as aforeſaid, which ſhall be found in any other Place 
within the Kingdom of Great Britain, and the Goods, Chattels and 
Cattle, fo diſtrained to impound. on the Premiſes, or take, lead, drive 
or carry away, and keep for the Space of Five Days at the Coſts 
and Charges of the Owner or Owners thereof, leaving Notice in 
N of the Cauſe of ſuch Diſtreſs, at the Meſſuage or Tene- 
ment, if any there be, ſtanding upon or belonging to the Grounds 
and Premiſes on which ſuch Diltreſs ſhall be taken, and if there 
be no ſuch Meſſuage or Tenement, then at the uſual Place of Abode 
of the Perſon or Perſons who is, are or ought to pay the ſaid Rates 
or Taxes, or in Caſe ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall not at that time have 
any Place of Abode within the Pariſh wherein any Part of the Lands 
for or in _reſpe& of which he, ſhe or they ſhall be ſo aſſeſſed and 
rated as aforeſaid ſhall. lie, then ſuch Notice to be affixed upon the 
Church Door of the Pariſh where ſuch Lands ſhall lie, and if the ſaid 
Owner or Owners of the ſaid Goods, Chattels and Cattle, ſhall nor pay the 
Sum or Sums of Money ſo aſſeſſed, rated and diſtrained for as afore- 
laid, together with the Charges of making ſuch Warrant, and taking 
ſuch Diſtreſs and keeping and maintaining the ſame, or replevy the 
Goods, Chattels and Cattle ſo diſtrained, with ſufficient Sureties 
according to the Laws, now in force, for Diſtreſs in Caſe of Non- 
payment of Rent, within the, ſaid Five Days, that then the ſaid Goods, 
Chattels and Cattle ſo diſtrained ſhall be appraiſed by T'wo or more 


* * 


indifferent Perſons, to be ſworn by the Conſtable or N 
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of the Pariſh where ſuch Diſtreſs ſhall be made, (who is hereby 
authorized and required to adminiſter ſuch Oath, ) to appraiſe the 
ſame according to the beſt of their Judgment, and that after ſuch 
Appraiſement as aforeſaid, the ſaid Goods, Chattels and Cattle, ſhall 
be fold by the ſaid Collector or Collectors, Receiver or Receivers, 
or other Perſon or Perſons, for Payment of the ſaid Sum or Sums 
of Money ſo aſſeſſed, rated and diſtrained for, and alſo of the ſaid 
Charges, and likewiſe of appraiſing and ſelling ſuch Diſtreſs; and that 
the Overplus ariſing from ſuch Sale, if any be, over and above the 
Sum or Sums ſo aſſeſſed, rated and diſtrained for, and the aforeſaid 


Charges, ſhall be returned on demand to the Owner or Owners 
thereof. e | 


When Lands Provided always, and it is hereby further Enafted and 
untenanted to Dęclared, That in Caſe any of the ſaid Lands and Grounds ſhall 


re main a Se- 
curity for the 
Taxes. 


at any Time hereafter be untenanted or unoccupied, fo that no 
ſufficient Diſtreſs can be made, for levying the ſaid Rates and 
Taxes, then the Lands and Grounds chargeable therewith ſhall always 
remain a Security for Payment thereof, and all Goods, Chattels and 
Cattle, which ſhall at any Time thereafter be found thereon, ſhall 
and may be diſtrained, impounded, kept, appraiſed and ſold in man- 
ner aforeſaid, until all Arrears of the ſaid — and Taxes, and the 


Charges of ſuch Diſtreſs ſnall be fully paid and ſatisfied. 


For borrow- 
ing Money. 


And forasmuch as the faid Aſſeſſments, Rates and Taxes ſo to 
be charged and collected as aforeſaid, will not be ſufficient to 
defray the immediate Expence of making the ſeveral Works neceſſary 
for the draining and ſpeedy Improvement of the ſaid Fen Lands and 
Low Grounds, Be it further Enacted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any Five or more of them, 
ſhall and may and are hereby impowered from time to time purſuant 
to an Order for that Purpoſe, to be made at any of the ſaid 
General Meetings to be held as aforeſaid, Seven of the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners, Owners of the ſaid Lands and Fen Grounds being ſo pre- 
ſent and conſenting thereto, to borrow and take up at Intereſt any 
Sum or Sums of Money, not exceeding in the whole the Sum of 
One thouſand Five hundred Pounds, which they ſhall think neceſſary 
for the making, carrying on and maintaining of the ſaid Work, and 
by Writing under their Hands and Seals to mortgage or aſſign the ſaid 
Aſſeſſments, Rates, Taxes and Sums of Money, or any Part thereof, 
(the Coſts and Charges of which Mortgage or Aſſignment ſhall be 
borne and paid out of the ſaid Taxes) for any ſuch time or times, or 
Number of Years, and in ſuch Manner and Form as to the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners, or any Five or more of them, ſhall ſeem meet, as a Se- 
curity for any ſuch Sum or Sums of Money ſo borrowed, to ſuch Per- 
fon or Perſons, his, her or their Truſtee or Truſtees, as ſhall advance 
the ſame, with Intereſt for the ſame, not exceeding the Sum of Five 
Pounds, per Centum per Annum, and that Copies of all ſuch „ 

| 1 an 
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and Aſſignments ſhall be entered in a Book or Books to be kept 
for that Purpoſe, by the Clerk or Clerks to the faid Commiſſioners, 
and that it ſhall and may be lawful for all and every Perſon and 
Perſons to whom any ſuch Mortgage or Aſſignment ſhall be made as 
aforeſaid, or who ſhall be intitled ro the Money thereby ſecured, by 
Indorſement on his, her or their Security or Securities, or otherwiſe, 
to aſſign or transfer his, her or their Morgtage or Security, and Right 
to the Principal Money and Intereſt thereby ſecured, and that ſuch 
Aſſignment or Transfer ſhall be produced and notified to the fad 
Clerk or Clerks, within Three Calendar Months after the Date 
thereof, and that the ſaid Clerk or Clerks ſhall cauſe an Entry or 
Memorial thereof to be made, containing the Date of ſuch Aſſign- 
ment or Transfer, Names of the Parties thereto, and the Sum 
or Sums of Money therein mentioned to be aſſigned or transferred; 
in the ſaid Book or Books to be kept for entering the ſaid origi- 
nal Mortgages and Aſſignments, for which he or they ſhall be paid 
the Sum of Two Shillings and Six-pence, and no more, and that after 
ſuch Entry made, ſuch Aſſignment or Transfer ſhall intitle ſuch Aſſig- 
nee or Aſſignees to the Benefit and Payment thereon, and that every 
ſuch Aſſignee or Aſſignees ſhall and may in like Manner from time to 
time aſſign or transfer; and all and every Perſon and Perſons to 
whom ſuch Mortgage, Transfer or Aſſignment ſhall be made as 
aforeſaid; ſhall be in Proportion to the Sum or Sums therein menti- 
oned, Creditors on the ſaid Aſſeſſments, Rates, Taxes and Sums 
of Money in equal Degree one with another, and ſhall have no Pre- 
ference in reſpect to the Priority of advancing any ſuch Money, 
and that the ſaid Money ſo borrowed ſhall be applied in the Firſt 

Place towards paying and diſcharging the Coſts, Charges and Ex- 
pences of obtaining and paſſing this Act, and then in making, 
effecting and maintaining the ſaid Work, of draining and improving 
the ſaid Fen Lands and Low Grounds defcribed as aforeſaid, and to 

and for no other Intent or Purpoſe whatſoever; 


And it is hereby further Enacted and Declared, That the Taxes veſled 
Rates, Taxes and Sums of Money by virtue hereof to be aſſeſſed in Creditors; 
upon and paid by the Owners or Occupiers of the ſaid Lands and - 
Grounds ſhall be charged and chargeable in the Firſt Place with and 
for the Payment of all and every ſuch Sum and Sums of Money ſo 
to be borrowed as aforeſaid, and the Intereſt thereof, from time to 
time, and ſhall. veſt in the reſpective Creditors upon Default of Pay- 
ment of ſuch Principal Money and Intereſt, until the ſame ſhall be 
fully paid and ſatisfied, together with the Coſts and Charges occaſioned 
by the Non-payment thereof, and the faid Creditors reſpectively, their 
reſpective Executors, Adminiſtrators and Affigns, ſhall have the ſame 
Power, Rights and Privileges of raiſing and recovering the Rates, 

Taxes and Sums of Money payable by the Owners or Occupiers of 
the ſaid Lands and Grounds for and in reſpect of fuch Principal 
Money and Intereſt, if Default ſhall be made in Payment thereof, as 
the ſaid Commiſſioners or their Collector or Collectors could have 


had 


25 A (423). 
had in · caſe the ſaid Principal Money and Intereſt had been regularly 
paid and fatisficd. b | 


writing may And it is hereby further Enacted by che Authority aforeſaid, 
— out That no Mortgage, Aſſignment, Transfer or other Security for the 
2 borrowing of Money, or Aſſignment of ſuch Mortgage or Security, 
or any Nomination, Information, Contract, Warrant, Judgment or 
other Writing in purſuance of or relating to the Execution of this 
Act, ſhall be chargeable with any Stamp Duty whatſoever, 


puniſhing And it is further Enacted, That all and every Perſon or Per- 
froying the ſons Who ſhall at any time or times hereafter wilfully and maliciouſly 
Works, cut, throw down, burn or otherwiſe deſtroy any Bank, Mill, Engine, 
Flood-gate or Sluice already made or erected, or which ſhall at any 
Time hereafter be making and erecting, or made or erected for the 
draining or improving the ſaid Fen Lands or Low Grounds as afore- 
ſaid, or any Part thereof, and ſhall thereof be lawfully convicted, 
ſhall be guilty of Felony and liable to be tranſported as a Felon 
for Seven Years, and if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall at any Time 
hereafter, maliciouſly deſtroy, ſtop, dam up, ſpoil or damage any 
Drain, Water-courſe, Door, Dam, Bridge or other Work or Works, 
already made or erected, or which ſhall at any Time hereafter be 
making or erecting, or made or erected for anſwering the Purpoſes 
aforeſaid, all and every Perſon and Perſons ſo offending, being thereof 
convicted before Two or more Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid Ie of 
Ely, who are hereby authorized and required to hear and determine 
the ſame, on the Oath of One or more credible Witneſs or Wit- 
neſſes, or on the Confeſſion of the Party offending, ſhall forfeit for 
every ſuch Offence any Sum not exeeding Fifty Pounds, nor leſs 
than Five Pounds, as the ſaid Juſtices ſhall order and direct, to the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, to be applied to the Purpoſes for which the 
ſaid Aſſeſſments, Rates and Taxes are hereby directed to be applied, 
and to be levied by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Goods, Chattels and 
Cattle of all and every ſuch Offender or Offenders, by Warrant un- 
der the Hands and Seals of any Two or more of the ſaid Juſtices 
of the Peace before whom ſuch Conviction ſhall be made, and in de- 
fault of ſuch Diſtreſs or Payment the Perſon or Perſons ſo offend- 
ing ſhall by the ſaid Juſtices be committed to the Houſe of 
Correction for the ſaid Je of Ely, there to be kept to hard Labour 
for ſuch Time as the faid Juſtices ſhall order and direct, not exceeding 
Three Months, at the Diſcretion of the ſaid Juſtices by whom ſuch 
Commitment ſhall be made. | | 


—_ #4 A And to the End that it may appear clearly what is raiſed from 
be kept. © time to time by virtue of the ſaid Aſſeſſments or Rates, and how 
| the ſame hath. been applied, and that all Accounts relating to the 
Monies raiſed and diſburſed by virtue of this Act, may be fairly 


examined, Be it further Enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, _ 
| f tne 


ings ſo entered, 
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the ſaid Commiſſioners ſnall order and cauſe a Book of Aſſeſſments to 
be made and kept, and all the Rates and Aſſeſſments made as afore- 
ſaid under this Act, to be fairly entered therein, and alſo a Book of 
Accounts to be made and kept, and an Account of all the Receipts 
and Diſburſements relating to all Monies received or diſburſed by 
virtue of this Act, to be fairly entered in the ſame, and that no- 
Account ſhall be paſſed and allowed unleſs the fame ſhall be kept 
and made up in ſuch Books as aforeſaid, and that Once in every 
Year, to wit, at One of the ſaid General Meetings, they the faid 
Commiſſioners aſſembled at ſuch Meeting, ſhall carefully inſpe& *' 
and examine all Receipts and Diſburſements of all ſuch Monies as 
ſhall be collected, received and diſburſed; by virtue of this Act, 
to the Twenty-fifth Day of March, then next before ſuch Meeting, 
and all Vouchers relating to the ſame, and that upon Inſpection and 
Examination of the ſaid Accounts, upon Oath, to be adminiſtered by 
any One or more of the faid Commiſſioners, (which Oath any 
One or more of the ſaid Commiſſioners, are hereby impowered 
to adminiſter) the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall and are hereby impowered 
and directed to allow and paſs the ſaid Accounts, or ſuch Part or 
Parts thereof as ſhall appear to them juſt and reaſonable, and the 
ſaid Accounts or ſuch Part or Parts thereof as ſhall be ſo allowed 
by the ſaid Commiſſioners, under their Hands, ſhall be fairly entered 
in a Book or Books to be kept for that Purpoſe by the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners, which Book ot Books ſhall and may be inſpected and pe- 
ruſed at all ſeaſonable Times, by any Owner or Owners of any Part 
of the ſaid Fen Lands and Low Grounds, without Fee or Reward, 


And be it further Enacted and Declared by the Authority Proceedings 
aforeſaid, That all Orders and Proceedings of the ſaid Commiſſion to be entered 
ers, at their ſaid ſeveral Meetings ſhall be entered in a Book or in Books. 
Books to be kept for that Purpoſe, and ſuch Orders and Proceed- 

ſhall be ſigned by the Commiſſioners. then preſent, 

or the major Part of them, and ſuch Orders ſo figned ſhall be 
deemed and taken to be original Orders as fully and effectually as 
if the ſame were under the Hands and Seals of the ſaid Commiſ- 
ſioners, and that ſuch Book or Books ſhall and may be inſpected 
and peruſed at all ſeaſonable Times by any Owner or Owners of the 
faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds without Fee or Reward, and ſhall 
and may be produced and read in Evidence in all Caſes of Suits or 
Actions, touching any thing done in purſuance and by the Authority 


of this At, 


And it is hereby further Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, Occupiers of 
That all Owners and Occupiers of the Lands and Grounds; ſo Lands te 
bounded and deſcribed as aforeſaid, ſhall make and from time to maintain 
time, and at all Times hereafter maintain and keep all the Out ring "danny 
or Diviſion, Dikes or Drains, of * belogging to their ſaid reſpective 9 
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Lands and Grounds, Nine Feet wide, and of a ſufficient Depth 
from the level Soil, and ſhall alſo from time to time and art all Times 
hereafter cauſe the ſame Dykes or Drains to be well and effectually 
roaded, ſcoured and cleanſed from Weeds, and other Rubbiſh and 
Obſtructions, and alſo cauſe Bridges or Tunnels to be laid over 
the ſaid Dykes and Drains, where the ſaid Commiſſioners, at any of their 
ſaid Meetings, ſhall judge neceſſary, for the better iſſuing, running and 
conveying away the Waters therein; and if any ſuch Owner or Occupier 
ſhall refuſe or neglect to make or keep ſuch his or her Dykes or Drains of 
the Dimenſions aforejaid, or to road, ſcour or cleanſe the ſame from 
Weeds or other Rubbiſh or Obſtructions, or to lay down ſuch Tun- 


nels or Bridges as aforeſaid, after Fourteen Days Notice to him or her 


given, or left at his or her uſual Place of Abode (or in caſe he or 
the ſhall not at that Time have any Place of Abode within the Pariſh 
where the ſaid Lands ſhall lie, to which ſuch Drains or Dykes, 
Bridges or Tunnels ſhall appertain or belong, then ſuch Notice to be 
affixed on the Chureh Door of the Pariſh where ſuch Lands ſhall le) in 


Writing under the Hands of any Two of the ſaid Commiſſioners, then 


the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall and may, and they are hereby authorized 
and required to cauſe the ſame to be done in a proper and effectual 
Manner, and by Warrant under their Hands and Seals, to authorize 


and impower their Collector or Collectors, or any other Perſon or 


Perſons, to levy and raiſe the Money expended in doing thereof, 
by Diſtreſs and Sale of ſuch Goods, Chattels and Cattle as ſhall 
at any time thereafter be found on the Lands and Grounds to 
which ſuch Drains or Dykes, Bridges or Tunnels, ſhall appertain 
or belong, and the Perſon or Perſons to whom ſuch Warrant or 


Warrants ſhall be directed ſhall and may levy the Money ſo ex- 


pended, by Diſtreſs and Sale of the ſame Goods, Chattels and Cattle, 
together with all incident Charges, in the fame Manner as the ſaid 
Rates, Taxes and Aſſeſſments are herein before directed to be levied, 
rendering the Overplus, if any be, to the Owner or Owners thereof. 


Owner of ad- And whereas the ſaid Thomas Awdley hath imbanked his ſaid Lands, 


joining Lands 


to repair his 
own Banks. 


ing contiguous and adjoining to the ſaid Fen Lands and Low 


rounds, bounded and deſcribed as aforeſaid, and for ſeveral ' Years 
at his own Coſt and Charge has maintained and repaired the ſeveral 


Out-ring Banks thereof, Be it therefore Enafted by the Autho- 


rity aforeſaid, That the faid Thomas Atodley, his Heirs and Aſſigns, 


Owners and Proprietors of the ſaid imbanked Lands, and every of 
them, and all and every other Owner and Owners, Proprietor and Pro- 
prietors of the ſaid Lands, ſhall from time to time and at all Times, 
maintain, repair, and keep up all and every of their ſaid Out- ring 
Banks in a good and defenſible State and Condition, and if at any 
Time or Times hereafter, any Breach or Breaches ſhall be made in 
any of the ſaid Banks, or any overflowing thereof ſhall happen, and 
the faid Thomas Atodley, his Heirs or Aſſigns, Owners and — 
R ; : a O 
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of the ſaid Lands, or any other Owner or Proprietor thereof, ſhall 
not as ſoon as conveniently may be, upon Notice given to him, her 
or them, or left at his, her or. their uſual Place or Places of Abode, 
' raiſe and repair the ſaid Bank or Banks, fo as to prevent the Waters 


from running through or overflowing the ſame; that then and in 


every ſuch Caſe, the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any Two or more of 
them, -ſhall and may, and they are hereby required to cauſe the ſame 
to be repaired in a proper and effectual Manner, and they, or any 
of them, their or any of their Agents, Servants or Workmen, ſhall 
and may for that Purpoſe enter upon the ſaid Lands, and alſo that 
they the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any Two or more of them, ſhall 
and- may in ſuch Caſe, by Warrant under their Hands and Seals, 
authorize and impower their Collector or Collectors, or any other 
Perſon or Perſons, to levy and raiſe the Money expended in'repairing 
thereof, by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Goods, Chattels and Cattle of the 
ſaid Thomas Awdley, his Heirs or Aſſigns, Owners and Proprietors 
of the ſaid Lands, or of any other Owner or Proprietor, or any Oc- 
cupier or Occupiers thereof, and the Perſon or Perſons to whom 
ſuch Warrant ſhall be directed, ſhall and may levy the Money fo 
expended, together with all incident Charges, by Diſtreſs and Sale 
of the ſame Goods, Chattels and Cattle, in the ſame manner as the 
ſaid Rates, Taxes and Aſſeſſments, are herein- before directed to be 
evict; rendering the Overplus (if any be) ro the Owner or Owners 
thereof, | 


Provided always, and it is hereby further Enafey 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That this A& or any thing herein con- 
tained, ſhall not extend or be conſtrued to extend, to impower the 


ſaid Commiſſioners, or any of them, to have, uſe, or exerciſe any 


SavingRights 
of Governors, 
&c. of B:dford 


Level. 


Power or Authority over, or to intermeddle with any of the Sewers, 
Drains or Works already made, or hereafter to be made by the 


Governor, Bailiffs and Commonalty, of the Company of Conſerva- 
tors of the great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, by virtue 
of an Act of Parliament, made in the Fifteenth Year of the Reign 
of King Charles the Second, intituled, An Ad for ſettling the draining 
e tlie Fens, called Bedford Level; or by virtue" of any other Act or 
Statute whatſoever, or to invalidate, leſſen, diminiſn, alter, or take 
away, any of the Rights, Powers and Authorities, veſted in the ſaid 
Governor, Bailiffs and Commonalty, or in the ſaid Governor, Bailiffs 
and Conſervators, except the Powers and. Authorities herein-before 
given, for ſetting up Mills upon, and for draining and conveying 
the Waters from the ſaid Lands and Grounds, abutted and bounded 
as aforeſaid, into the ſaid River Nene, through the Banks thereof, 
but that all Rights, Powers and Authorities whatſoever, - which b 
virtue of the ſaid Act, made in the Fifteenth Year-of the ſaid King 


Charles the Second, or any other Act or Statute whatſoever, now are 
veſted in the ſaid Governor, Bailiffs and Commonalty, or in the ſaid 


Governor, Bailiffs and 9 or any of them, ſhall, except 


as 
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Saving Right Provided alſo, and it js Hereby further Enacted 
of the River Detlared, That the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall 


Nene Com- 
miſſioners, 


3b | 
as is herein-before excepted, for ever hereaſter, remain, continue, and 
de in the Tail. Governor, Bailiffs and Commonalty, and in the ſaid 
Governor, Bailiffs and Conſervators, and every of them, as fully and 
amply to all Jatents and Purpoſes, as if this Act had never been 
made. $2488 7 £25 Rane dee n 34h , toey 8 ol 


t + I. Sitte 6. 0x 
it nat the 1a mmiſſioner and do from time 
time make up and repair all ſuch Breaches as ſhall be made jn the fa 
Banks, or on the Sides thereof, by their ſaid Works, or any of them, 


> 


and leave upon the laid Banks ſufficient ' Haling-wa s and Towing- 
paths, for towing and drawing with Men and Hofſes, Barges and other 
Veſſels, paſſing through or upon the ſaid River; but that nothing hereig 
contained ſhall extend or be conſtrued to extend, to lefſen or take away 
the Right of the ſaid Corporation of Bedford Level, in or over the ſaid 
Banks, and that this Act or any thing herein contained, hal not 
extend or be conſtrued to extend, to invalidate, leſſen, diminiſh, alter, 
or take away any of the Rights, Powers and Authorities, veſted in 


the Commiſſioners, appointed in and by an Act of Parliament, paſſed 


in the Twenty-ſeventh Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty King 
George the Second, intituled, A A for preſerving and improving the 
Naxigation from Salter's Load Sluice, in the County of Norfolk, 10 
Stand Ground Sluice, in the County of Huntingdon, and from Flord's 
Ferry, in the Iſle of Ely, in the County of Cambridge, to Ramſey High 
Load, is ihe ſaid County of Huntingdon ; and alſo the Navigation from 


Old Bedford Sluice, in the ſuid County of Norfolk, to the River Nene, 


in the Pariſh ef Ramſey, in the ſaid County of Huntingdon , except the 
upon, or for draining and Conveying the faid Waters from the ſaid 
Lands and Grounds ſo deſcribed and bounded as aforeſaid, into the 
ſaid River Neue, through the Banks thereof; but that all Rights, 
Powers and Authorities whatfoever, which by virtue of the faid Act, 
>aſſed in the ſaid Twenty-ſeventh Year of the Reign of his ſaid late 
Majeſty King George the Second, now are veſted in the ſaid Commiſ- 
fioners hereby appointed, or any of them, ſhall, except as herein- 
before excepted, for ever hereafter, remain, continue,” ard be in the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, and every of them, as fully and amply to all 
Intents and Purpoſes as if this Act had never been made. 


Powers and Authorities hcrein-before given, for ſetting up Mills 


Limitation of And be it uriher nated by the Authority aforeſaid, That 


Actions. 


if any Acdion, Suit or Information, ſhall be commenced or proſe- 
cuted againſt apy Perſon or Perſons, for any thing done or to be 
done in purſuance of this Act, or in the Execution of any of the 
Powers and Authorities hereby Feen; every ſuch Action or Suit 
ſhall, be commenced within Six Months next after the Fact com- 
mitted, and not afterwards, and ſhall be laid and brought in the 
faid Iſle of Eh, or in the County 'of Cambridge, and not elſewhere, 
and the Defendant or Defendants in ſuch Alon or Actions, Suit or 
Suits, 


Suits, ſhall and may plead the General Iſſue, and if in replevin; 
juſtify and avow, by virtue of this Act, as Perſons acting by Au- 
thority of Commiſſioners of Sewers, are enabled to do, and ſhall 
and may without ſpecially pleading the ſame, other than as aforeſaid, 
at any Trial to be had thereupon, give this Act and the ſpecial Mlat- 
ter in Evidence, and that the ſame was done in purſuance and by 
the Authority of this Act, and if the ſame ſhall appear to have been 
ſo done, or if any ſuch Action or Suit ſhall be brought after the 
Time herein- before limited, for bringing the fame; or ſhall be brought 
or laid in any other County or Liberty, than in the ſaid County of 
Cambridge, or in the Liberty of the ſaid Ifle of Eh, then the Jury 
ſhall find for the Defendant or Defendants, Avowant or Avowants, 
or if the Plaintiff ſhall become nonſuit, or forbear Proſecution, or 
diſcontinue his, her, or their Action or Actions, Suit or Suits, or if 
any Verdict ſhall paſs, or upon Demurrer, or otherwiſe, Judgment 
be given againſt the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, then cr in any of theſe 
Caſes, the Defendant or Defendafits, Avowant or Avowants, ſhall 


recover Treble Coſts, and have ſuch and the like Remedy for the ſame, 
as where Coſts by Law are awarded, | 


And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That Public Ad. 


this Act ſhall be deemed, taken, and allowed to be a Public Act, 
and all Judges, Juſtices, and other Perſons, are hereby required to 
take Notice thereof as ſuch without ſpecially pleading che ſarne, 


x 


2 . 28 8 8 
3 IR N Kb” 
The Ly 

* e 4 . 1 . 7 


. b wy 674 Wo 
R mn 
* * MN 
: * | 4 
n = 
| N 
4 We 2 2 
* . E 
” 5 of 
% 
's. 5 "ae 
5 | 2 
* 
* | N * 
N ; d a 
1 » 
1 


025-05 


: 
/ 7 : 
: * 
* 


C 


af, 
A O 1 


— 


* 


uno ag a7 pv. 


be 
101.493 


e'T 


8 


2 
1 1 * "IC. +. 
P ** . 5 


4 


